
Classification Committee 

 

The classification committee last met on December 7th, 2019 in Columbus Ohio.  We did not 

feel a need to have a conference call this June due to the lack of activity because of the Covid-

19 situation.  Most major changes and information regarding the Classification committee’s 

activity can be found in the December meeting’s minutes which I will attach to the bottom of 

this report. 

The main update from the classification committee is that, April and May classification tours 

were cancelled and are now being made up during the June and July classification tours for the 

farms and breeders that still wished to get cows scored.  If anyone did not want to make up the 

missed classification visits they will simply be kept on the regular schedule and be scored in 

November and December as usual. 

In addition to this, the classification workshop that was scheduled for May was also cancelled 

and has been rescheduled for August 19th and will take place in Wisconsin.  At this workshop 

we will discuss the changes we voted on and some of the other topics that were discussed at 

our December Meeting.  The main topics from that meeting were the change of linear scores on 

Stature, as listed in the December meeting minutes.  Also we will continue to push for 

classifiers to make sure all Ayrshire Breed Association rules pertaining to classifying are being 

followed, most notably, scoring all first and second lactation cows. 

Finally, we want to encourage everyone to classify regularly as it is the lone source of data and 

information that is used to produce the linear scores and final PTAT scores on all bull proofs.  

Without classification this information doesn’t exist and we cannot provide reliable type proofs 

for breeders to use when making mating decisions. 

 

Thank you, 

David Hanson 

Classification Committee Chair 

 

Ayrshire Breeders’ Association 
Classification Committee Meeting 

December 7, 2019 
ABA Office, Columbus, Ohio 

 
The Classification Committee met on December 7, 2019 at the ABA office in Columbus, Ohio. Chair David 

Hanson called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. Participants in the meeting included Mary Creek, Mark 

Valentine, Tom Gillette, Rhonda Winkler, David Hanson, Greg Evans, Donna Mertz, Steve Schmidt, 



Damian Ullmer, Lloyd Machin, Bill Woodis, Dale Maulfair, Diane Woodis, Jessica Valentine, Ashlie 

Swenson, Kathy Mahon, Jess Peter, Arlene Crosser and Executive Secretary Becky Payne. Monica 

Schwittay, Doug Evans and Patrick Parsons joined by conference call. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes of the June 27, 2019 meeting. 
 
The statistics for the number of animals scored was reviewed. Through November, 2,308 cows have 
been classified, with 59% being enrolled in the Rewards program as compared to 2018 year-end totals of 
2,277 cows scored and 62% on Rewards. 
 
A classification workshop with Brown Swiss was held in August. The Ayrshire portion was hosted by John 
and Donna Greiwe. Mark reported to the group that several traits are being studied for possible 
inclusion in linear evaluations, including: reverse tilt, rear teat placement and thurl placement. Everyone 
agreed those traits are relevant. 
 
Stature was a trait discussed in great detail. 53” is average for Ayrshire, and some at the conference felt 
that 53” is short. After some great discussion, it was decided that stature measurements should be 
changed to reflect the current population. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to make the following stature linear measurement changes: 
 5 – 55” 
 3 – 53” 
 7 – 57” 
 9 – 59” 
 
Rump angle was reviewed again as Brown Swiss has made a change for themselves. A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to keep rump angle linear measurements as they are. 
 
We need to be consistently making sure all first and second lactation cows are scored. 
 
David Hanson reviewed with the committee the fee changes put into place by the Board of Directors 
effective January 1, 2020: 
 
 Basic Program Member Non-Member 

 Per Cow Fee $  15.00 $  20.00 

 Minimum herd fee $125.00 $150.00 

 * Membership status will be determined by the herd owner account. If more than one breed is scored, the minimum herd fee is 50% off. 

 

 Males - $130 minimum charge or $20 per bull. If scoring females as well, no additional herd fee. 

 Late fee - $100 may be assigned if the sign-up date has passed and schedules have been determined 

 Cancellation fee - $100 may be assigned if cancellation occurs after schedules have been determined 

 Special classification - $500 plus $20 per cow 

 
The committee understood the fee changes, and agreed that since we have non-member fees for 
everything else, it makes sense to do so for classification as well. 
 
There is still concern that there are inflated final scores on 2-year-olds. We will need to address this at 
the next classification conference. 



 
In general, the committee feels that the current system is going well. Becky was reminded that we need 
to be constantly monitoring to be sure the classifiers are following the Ayrshire rules. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 
 
 

 


